
SERVICES for owners

Registrar of
Racehorses

Registration and naming of 
thoroughbred racehorses nationally



Before a horse name is approved the intended name is checked 
against a number of criteria (e.g. no more than 18 characters; 
not too similar to another horse’s name; no trademarks, brand 
or company names).

For more information about naming rules and to check name 
availability visit the Registrar of Racehorses website at  
www.risa.com.au.

Naming a horse

The Registrar of Racehorses is responsible for the naming  
and registration of thoroughbred racehorses nationally, 
including overseas bred horses imported into Australia 
for racing purposes. The Registrar of Racehorses registers 
approximately 14,000 horses each year.

A horse must be registered with the Registrar of Racehorses 
before it can commence its racing or breeding career.  
During the registration process the horse is officially  
named and details of all owners are recorded.

What is the Registrar of Racehorses?

To register a horse, complete a registration application form 
(available at www.risa.com.au) and forward it to the Registrar 
of Racehorses together with the horse’s Foal Identification 
Card and the relevant fee.

After the horse has been registered, a Thoroughbred 
Identification Card will be issued. The Card describes the 
horse’s breeding , markings, age, sex, colour, brands and 
microchip number. This document must remain with the horse 
if sold and at all other times.

How to register a horse

Foal Identification Card Thoroughbred Identification Card 



The Registrar of Racehorses provides an identification service 
for the purpose of identifying horses whose parentage 
is unknown. When a horse is successfully identified, an 
identification document describing the horse’s pedigree, dam’s 
breeding record, sire’s breeding statistics and race record will 
be provided.

All horses born in Australia since 2003 are microchipped and 
can be identified through their microchip number.

Identifying an unknown horse

The following table identifies which transactions are managed 
by the Registrar of Racehorses (ROR), and which are the 
responsibility of the PRA in the appropriate state or territory.

Responsible authority

Original registration and naming ROR —

Issuing duplicate papers ROR —

Identification service ROR —

Multiple horse ownership by registered syndicate ROR PRA

Subsequent changes in ownership — PRA

Leases — PRA

Registering colours — PRA

Registering syndicates — PRA

Registering licensed promoters — PRA

A horse can be registered in the names of up to 10 owner 
entities.  An owner entity can be a natural person; a registered 
syndicate; a company; a firm; or a stud.

Following registration, any subsequent changes of ownership 
are recorded by the Principal Racing Authority (PRA) in the 
state or territory in which the horse is racing.

Types of ownership

20% of each registration fee is paid to the Rural Industries Research 
and Development Corporation which is a government statutory 
body. The RIRDC Horse R&D Program assists in developing the 
Australian horse industry and enhancing its export potential.

Contribution to RIRDC



Registrar of Racehorses

Registrar of Racehorses 
Level 7, 51 Druitt St 
Sydney NSW 2000 
Tel 02 9551 7505 
Fax 02 9551 7519 
www.risa.com.au 
Email: ror@risa.com.au

deputy registrars

Racing NSW  (NSW & ACT enquiries) 
Level 7, 51 Druitt St 
Sydney NSW 2000  
Tel 02 9551 7500  
Fax 02 9551 7501 
www.racingnsw.com.au 
 
Racing Victoria Limited  
400 Epsom Rd  
Flemington VIC 3031 
Tel 03 9258 4258  
Fax 03 9258 4326  
www.racingvictoria.com.au 
 
Queensland Racing limited 
PO Box 63 
Sandgate QLD 4017  
Tel 07 3869 9777  
Fax 07 3269 8929 
www.queenslandracing.com.au 
 
Thoroughbred Racing SA  
GPO Box 2646  
Adelaide SA 5001  
Tel 08 8179 9824  
Fax 08 8350 0082 
www.trsa.com.au

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Racing & Wagering WA 
14 Hasler Rd 
Osborne Park WA 6017  
Tel 08 9445 5333  
Fax 08 9244 5914 
www.rwwa.com.au 
 
Thoroughbred Racing NT 
GPO Box 589  
Darwin NT 0801  
Tel 08 8944 7500 
Fax 08 8944 7533 
www.trnt.org.au 
 
RACING SERVICES TASMANIA 
GPO Box 743  
Hobart TAS 7001  
Tel 03 6233 4313  
Fax 03 6272 4097 
www.tasracing.com.au 
 

About RISA 
Racing Information Services Australia (RISA) is the official thoroughbred 
racing industry organisation responsible for the compilation of race fields 
& form and the maintenance of race results across Australia.

RISA provides a number of integrated products and services to the  
industry including principal racing authorities, race clubs, owners,  
trainers, breeders, jockeys and punters. RISA also fulfils an important role 
in commercialising the industry’s racing materials, bringing in outside 
revenue through the sale of a variety of products and services.

The Registrar of Racehorses is a division of Racing 
Information Services Australia Pty Ltd (RISA).
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